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About the time when a word “Hotaru-gari” began to be use and subsequent deployment
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Abstract : Hotaru-gari is a word with two meanings, catching fireflies and seeing
fireflies. The word had not existed before the Edo era. It is considered having been used for
the first time in the haikai in the second half of the 17th century. It was used more often in the
haikai in the early 18th century. It came to be widely used in the haikai, comic tanka, meisho-
zue (famous-place picture collection), ukiyoe, etc. from Kyoho to Bunka-Bunsei of'a Edo era.
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