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The Northernmost distribution and the first record from Aomori Prefecture of the luminous earthworm,
Microscolex phosphoreus, in Japan
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Abstract : We found a luminous earthworm, Microscolex phosphoreus, in Aomori
Prefecture of Japan, in November 2024. This discovery is the first record from Aomori and
the northernmost distribution record of Japan. All specimens’ mitochondrial CO! barcoding
sequences were identical to those reported previously in Yamagata, Akita Prefectures, and

other various localities in Japan.
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5 V2 2 X Microscolex phosphoreus (Duges, 1837) X HIZ AT 2RI S A TH Y, mtRREEER<
TRTOKRBEIMT DA XERY Z L FETdH D (Gates, 1972; Rota et al., 2018). H AT IRA 5 FE VL I
FTIEL T 5 2 & 2h o T4 (Easton, 1981; Seesamut et al,, 2019; -5 ,2015; B3 |, 2004; KEHEA>, 2011;
AR, 19415 1L, 19355 [, 1965; £ , 1941; IR H , 1985). &0 HAREITFESL A T3 0 IO AR R &
TRV, ZIED EFITHNEZD L, BIFEE A LR 725 (KGIED, 2011, LovL
HTHRIRDERN LR SR EFIRH D (FARIEN,2023).

R bz RUT DNA D COI( ¥ b7 a—bA4F 24— 1) G0y & RN T2 1R/t c L 5 &R &
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NI RIFAKRIE S oDAT T Z A TFRRDHIVTND (K, 2012). WAL S ARt A w77, T a &
A TTOFENZIDN 10% (23T 5 2 LA G 72 HEER] (species complex) 23RBS LTS (KGHIE
73,2015).

HAIZI81T 2 AEBRFCER S 2016 4RI I (AL 38°13°) & Esllit (A6# 38°16°) 2Dl S 41 (K513,
2016),2019 A= IIRK IR (A 39°43°) L 0 s & iu7= (Seesamut et al., 2019). BALHIF I TFES B2\ 20 , 3K
WAEFVRPDITEEEATY Z EBRNEETH D . BLERTRE/ R v — X ML OH)T L 0 HENZ & 3@l
RENTER > TODE LIV, S A ITE AR (A6 40°53) IS TR Z LI S AR L, fdbfRie
SRAEAFEH LIZDOTI ZICHET 5 .

MR ERE

FRAEIZ 2024 42 11 H 13 H 1B RS AICE AR R RIS (BRI S AR, X 1,40°53°49.5"N 140°51°43.0"E)
FHEC TR OZEILE TN I To 72 . Ay T2 AWTEILTE 4om FEIEVEI L, AHLVII X%
PR L7o . RRUIIEN CRIRIX 12°C Tho 7o BEEMITRESRHRE A A o T fixlcar n iAo dii-
AN BH L CODRETH -7 (K2AD). R/ L7z I X EE 12 & R RSB RSEG A R 22 g
BRI R B A5t o 2 — ORFEIZREDIRY |, B oty NEAWTRREZLET 5 Z & TAEMIEE
ERER L, RN A (SONY o7SI) (2 S » Crdk L7z TR S -8R % 99.5% =& /) —/ /Ui
THMITFREREE K ONBA THT TR AT L7z
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1. "2 f Microscolex phosphoreus DIZEM (BEHFEFTHFTER)

Figure 1. Collection site of Microscolex phosphoreus (Asamushi, Aomori-city, Aomori Prefecture)

AT Liem & ) — VR L, N— % I TN RE DB A T o T2 ARARREO (KR BB DR , B3
HEONLESE S , MEMEFLSO RS LOA T DFEEE 21TV, BGREPE 2 el L= ABIROREIL, KICEE
L7 A ZEAMC 2 D L DI ERCRII L7 .

TH ) — )RR D> D R 2 mm A U LIRS AT IS - L B L 7 Rl = & — L A
S, Bry MEHWTHRE Lz B2 RTEEZ2ER D B BRU T2 5 DNA il 247 - 72 . DNA fliHiZ 1%
DNA fl1HH % + I DNeasy Blood & Tissue (QIAGEN, Germany) % V>, SEEREMEIZ 7 1 b oot 7- i L
72 DNA {39 % & T —20°C CfR77 L7z . PCR [ZLL FOFIETIT -7 . PCRIZI b= KU 7 DNA @ COI
PR——F ¢ TR (658 bp) ARG, 7T A ~—F v NE LCO1980 (forward) & HCO2198 (reverse) % FHu >
7= (Folmer et al., 1994). DNA 7K U # 5 —+ KOD FX Neo (TOYOBO, Japan) 73 #E43 2 OS2 eV Y, PCR Ho
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7 ML 94°C T2 3N L 7= 4% , ZEME 98°CI0 F), 7 =— U > 7 45°C15 # , (& 68°C30 b4 40 1 7 W4T
VY, 68°C T2 iR L ,4°C TA ¥ aX— b L7z EEEUKENC L > TERBIRE 2 /a8 L7-% st
NIRRT Dy NAEA VY b= 2 A= R ANE LTRSS 2 UG LT S Dl
A1l MEGA version 7.0.26 (Kumar et al., 2016) T7 7 A A > I L , NCBI (National Center for Biotechnology Information)
Nucleotide Blast 155812 & 0 AHFIMEOD @iV VEERELS I & G LTz . o0 PRI I B AN B R o T g 5

7 PG NS R T I i AL

2. (A) BEEIGHE (REELTERSE). B) HEEE TR ORIV I S XOER (KBH). (C) BYWDH
T (RHEZTRE). D EYRCINARFILIIX (KRE). B FR2ILIZADLE. (F)RZIILI
SXAOEYHEFK. E,FORr—IL/A—[E] cm.

Figure 2. (A) Parking side, collection landscape (collected around arrow). (B) Earthworm faeces (white arrow-
head). (C) Aquarium side, collection landscape (collected around arrow). (D) M. phosphoreus, in situ (white
arrowhead). (E) M. phosphoreus (whole body). (F) Bioluminescence of M. phosphoreus. The scale bar: 1 cm (E, F).
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DSDNT 1A T HE D MEGA version 7.026 % JIUNTHF A 2R UT- . £, 5 bR
DDBJ/GenBank (=84 L 7= (LC860681-LC8G0686).

LS

R HKIREE OB B (K124) & & (K20) 12T I RADOFEMALHF R LTz (K2B). A=y 7 TH
RIEWOEI LIZE 25, 2D 2 #m 5 4 a5 8 EIFRIE S/ (2D, E). BRI S i 8 filfk
IHEARFORED 10 ~ 16 mm Th V) BEHEDPHEER TE R, HDHVNIELR RN E NS T2Z L MBI L
TWRWEHE ST BEESN 8TV, Bty MTR D RERA~ORIBIC K > THERkEDTE
AR L BT o TR Y il D872 il L 7o (R12F). BUE S - (BRI IR 2 38t 2R
T LD Z EITINZ RS OBIZE L DNA N—a—F ¢ U T ORERIZE D AR Z VI I REFE SN

2 MR D 3 AT OB FRT 21TV, 15 DT 6 181455 ({4 ID, Mph137-142) OIS (658 bp) 27
Mph1.Nara.AB608781.1 |
Mph2.Nagoya.AB608785.1
Mph3.0saka.AB673364.1
Mph7.Kanagawa.AB673366.1
Mph17.Hyogo.AB750642.1
Mph34.Tokyo.AB750657.1
74 Yamaguchi.LC018738.1

Mph87.Sendai.LC108793.1
Mph30.Hachijo.AB750654.1
Mph56.Nagoya.AB750674.1

99

99 Mph82.Yamagata.LC108792.1
Mph29.Hachijo.AB750653.1 Microscolex
Mph91.Akita.LC455933.1 phosphoreus

Mph49.Nagoya.AB750667.1
Mph41.Toyama.AB850884.1
97 99| Mph21.Nara.AB750646.1
Mph16.Hyogo.AB750641.1
Mph139.Asamushi.LC860683
Mph137.Asamushi.LC860681
Mph138.Asamushi.LC860682
Mph35.Tokyo.AB750658.1
| Mph9.Shizuoka.AB673368.1
99| Mph26.Hachijo.AB750651.1
MH036526.1 Microscolex dubius
99 ‘— MH036527.1 Microscolex dubius outgroup
521 OL979074.1 Microscolex dubius

0.0100

B3. 2 ka2 RYTCOI(658bp) [CkBARERSRILI I XORMGH. REREZIhETH
ANBROM2>TVSNTOZ A T HREEAARTHELON-FEHROBERERT.

Figure 3. Phylogenetic tree of M. phosphoreus mitochondrial COI barcoding region (658 bp) collected
from Japan. The tree was reconstructed under MEGA version 7.0.26 with the default setting using the
Neighbor-joining method. Numbers of the node indicate bootstrap values (%) from 1,000 replicates.
Grey and green frames indicate haplotypes from Japan and Aomori specimens from this study, respectively.
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FAAL N LImE A, AEEORSNIEE—ETH -7~ . 5B ILT- 658 bp DHIENH % GenBank |2 &4k S
NTAER L BRE Lo & 24, B RITRKEIR (Mph9l) S0l EL (Mph82), & 1Lk (Mphdl), 2107 (Mphd9) 72 & C
WS TCOARERE FERIZ L TV AV I XA T8 oo T a Z A TR0 TN A
D3 A RIS TR HARREE TR B E L7 2 A4 7OUEDTH S (K3)(K,2012).

5 =B

AW TIEEREGARTRR (K1) TRAVI I RAEZRA L . ZHUXAARIZEIT 2 5ARGETH 5 .
HALHT TR # L2 R ANEFITRETE DAL ERITEENS S EIE TRNY ICBRELRITHI 2 &
DM L2 UG IS TS 700 BRI EOBEERL b 2 & = TIX 12 A B s 3 A 1A
ITREER R HND L) (FREUKEEEE fi5[KIC K DFME) Z AUtk R 2L I I ARG DREH (11
ATA~3ATFTH)DIFLAETHS . LADI I XL TN A, MEOMmD THOHIR Tl & D X 5 724 n
72DIEA D Dy, HALHITG DR 2V I I AOARERIZHEBR N b 72D & ZATH D  KHETORE (Seesamut ef
al,2019) (2 kB L, 11 ARCT TITRIRICRE L TODMEIRNZ N Z &b FUET ToOR T Mtk
IS & BUWVATREMENE 2 B, FERE TR L TO B ERIT RGN -T2 FEEOZWERIET
BRENV I AP OMREA L COEMH ZAFTRLND DN, SHOFERRCOFEMEBECIZAZ LI
AOFRFRFLBIEEN L END

HALHGIZIB W TR AL 2 2 XOAEENIH SN2 > TORWVDIE A TIROLTH A28 , 5% O
THERBDH LN/ D Z LA MR LI E 7 AREICRBWTEEOOE D () DL L =M CAZRIT
T LT-BRIIT AT SR o723, BT 72 E DM TR 65 00E LRV . 7ok, EFRALIRE R
a7 DA JUERD (A 51°54°) TH DD, REHDOIRE T LA OMBRNE N Z & D, [
HOTIEE > TERIIN TE -2 EBZHND Rotaetal, 2018). IRZEDHNMNBITR AN SN0, RA L2
I RNIIARY T O L (255° ~ -155°C) 722007 Ly . 2 XU 7 ofo L 5 (2dbfiEElic s
WTHERETHIUTEL L TWDE G LAV . MRS L QISR TH Y (12F,2015), M
B BITRADD TR IHERICIBNT O EE DS (R, IR AR ERNCIRE L72BRc R
T oienoTo L, RA VI I REHREICH /0495 (Shen & Fang, 2020) Z & B A% OWFFETHOM
LT EEHIRELTZ.

WG TR LTk, ENRALROFSRTH D Z LMDz anT 0 4 A TREO RN TSN
2, 2ERICRBNS HAREA DR TH D Z L WbhoTz . AZ LS I IO AT 1 X A 7 RFRFTH
WZR.BND (R, 2012 Z1L1EH, 2019) 2 &6 |, FESOME LOBRO TR A L > T D IR LA & AT
TVWBLEEZHLNTND . FDT0 , HFHREORZ LI I b KIEELHREEESE O T THOBIIBA
L7-ATREMERSE 2 HALD . ERS  EAEM (2A) 1L 2 R 5 0 EFEEDBMMITH Y ,2008 429 AICH EEH
TN 72 > T BRI T AR LT TREMEDS B 5 (FRAUKIREE 15 [ RIZ X HFME ). Z D% BTN S - 72K
HREEOUE THOBHIT b AR ET OIGE I A TRE L2 2 &b A SR LI TiEER S5 . 2o k9
TREEET e D NBITRANIZ L o TR Z LI I ARFRFELBICBA LIzl H o5 2 ond .

FHRRO I I ZHEZRE LI OB 508, Wb R 203 2 RER D> T o 7= (Hatai,
1930; |3, 2001; FEAMED>, 2015). FEAKIC K BAFFETIE 9 AICEREZIT o 7272 DIZ RO S ho - ¢
DD Al 2 BNIEER 2 EERE AR /2 720 |, RIS A 2V X I AN 5 FEICEEE LT
AREME D H DAY, RH L I XANEET DRI T2 b0k LR . ek, B KSR A Rl 25
BUS B A BB B o 2 — (AR - PR A R SEER T ) ORMITR CH & - 7o s+
(1876-1963) | H 5 2 2 AoFHERCHZ L% Hatai, 1930). MHITEN D WIS 2 I Xgf-&MECHi &
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VIR LU TELIR-720 lB TORFEIFH G 7207 E 2 722 S REWIAOR 7 v MU TS
HITEFBIF - T2 LTV (B4, 1995) 28, IR Z L2 2 RIZHOWNWT—UIE R LTV 0T 0 HHiA
FNTONEETH D0, YRHIEEE DD 7203 72 0 AR 5TV LTWinbnt Lz
VY.

#

AR I E 7 tROK A OHHIN COBEITRT F] 215 CTIT o 7o BEESG T OB B0A TR DRI e & DR R7:
TFRAARIL LT 12 & o 7= i UKTERE OIS [ R EGS LT 5 . 7oA I RS R A e
TR R B E D EE o 4 —E R LTIt v X —ROREIFIEAR: 13 U ORkE 0
S FITEGHH U T2 AT, IST AIPSHIFSE SR 3 (IPMIFR20X) OSHEA T2 D TH S .
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